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(b) The FIRS excludes arrests and
court actions concerning nonserious of-
fenses, e.g., drunkenness, vagrancy,
disturbing the peace, curfew violation,
loitering, false fire alarm, non-specific
charges of suspicion or investigation,
and traffic violations (except data will
be included on arrests for vehicular
manslaughter, driving under the influ-
ence of drugs or liquor, and hit and
run), when unaccompanied by a
§ 20.32(a) offense. These exclusions may
not be applicable to criminal history
records maintained in state criminal
history record repositories, including
those states participating in the NFF.

(c) The exclusions enumerated above
shall not apply to federal manual
criminal history record information
collected, maintained, and compiled by
the FBI prior to the effective date of
this subpart.

§ 20.33 Dissemination of criminal his-
tory record information.

(a) Criminal history record informa-
tion contained in the III System and
the FIRS may be made available:

(1) To criminal justice agencies for
criminal justice purposes, which pur-
poses include the screening of employ-
ees or applicants for employment hired
by criminal justice agencies;

(2) To federal agencies authorized to
receive it pursuant to federal statute
or Executive order;

(3) For use in connection with licens-
ing or employment, pursuant to Public
Law 92–544, 86 Stat. 1115, or other fed-
eral legislation, and for other uses for
which dissemination is authorized by
federal law. Refer to § 50.12 of this chap-
ter for dissemination guidelines relat-
ing to requests processed under this
paragraph;

(4) For issuance of press releases and
publicity designed to effect the appre-
hension of wanted persons in connec-
tion with serious or significant of-
fenses;

(5) To criminal justice agencies for
the conduct of background checks
under the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System (NICS);

(6) To noncriminal justice govern-
mental agencies performing criminal
justice dispatching functions or data
processing/ information services for
criminal justice agencies; and

(7) To private contractors pursuant
to a specific agreement with an agency
identified in paragraphs (a)(1) or (a)(6)
of this section and for the purpose of
providing services for the administra-
tion of criminal justice pursuant to
that agreement. The agreement must
incorporate a security addendum ap-
proved by the Attorney General of the
United States, which shall specifically
authorize access to criminal history
record information, limit the use of the
information to the purposes for which
it is provided, ensure the security and
confidentiality of the information con-
sistent with these regulations, provide
for sanctions, and contain such other
provisions as the Attorney General
may require. The power and authority
of the Attorney General hereunder
shall be exercised by the FBI Director
(or the Director’s designee).

(b) The exchange of criminal history
record information authorized by para-
graph (a) of this section is subject to
cancellation if dissemination is made
outside the receiving departments, re-
lated agencies, or service providers
identified in paragraphs (a)(6) and (a)(7)
of this section.

(c) Nothing in these regulations pre-
vents a criminal justice agency from
disclosing to the public factual infor-
mation concerning the status of an in-
vestigation, the apprehension, arrest,
release, or prosecution of an individual,
the adjudication of charges, or the cor-
rectional status of an individual, which
is reasonably contemporaneous with
the event to which the information re-
lates.

(d) Criminal history records received
from the III System or the FIRS shall
be used only for the purpose requested
and a current record should be re-
quested when needed for a subsequent
authorized use.

§ 20.34 Individual’s right to access
criminal history record informa-
tion.

The procedures by which an indi-
vidual may obtain a copy of his or her
identification record from the FBI to
review and request any change, correc-
tion, or update are set forth in §§ 16.30–
16.34 of this chapter. The procedures by
which an individual may obtain a copy
of his or her identification record from
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